By PAULA MAXWELL,
Saturday morning’s simple
icheck presentation ceremony
l(m a familiar open field on
Washington Street marked a
significant conscervation
achievement with long term
positive impact for the town
and property owners.

Plans for a Millennium

| Purchase and Sale

Town Green on part of the his-
toric property owned by Soci-
ety of St. Margaret convent
were announced as the check
for $300,000 was presented as
down payment to Mother Su-
perior Sister Adele Maric Ryan.

Selectmen Chairman John
Tuffy and Wildiands Trust of
southeastern Mass. Director
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Agreement Seals

Mark Primack made the formal
presentation of the check.
“The sisters have the sime
interest as the town in presery-
ing this property and kecping
it the way it has been used for
years, Thanks to the generos-
ity ol the sisters and cfforts of
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continued from page one

asmall group of volunteers this
has been accomplished,” said
Tuffy.

According to Pat Loring,
Project Director and a member
of the town’s open space com-
mittee, the town wil purchase
the land for a new town green.
The adjacent land on Washing-
ton Street will be permanently
protected with conservation re-
strictions co-held by the Con-
servation Commission and the
Wildlands Trust of Southcast-
crn Massachusetts.

The town became involved
in the land purchase and pro-
tection effort two years ago af-
ter the order of Episcopal nuns
Puta 1.8 acre waterfront lot on
Washington Street. on the mar-
ket for $1.3 million. The sale
was viewed as necessary at the
time in order to create an en-
dowment to support the care of
the rest of their 13.7 acre prop-
crty and buildings which bor-

become the town green has
been left open and used by
youths for impromptu frisbee
and touch football gamces and
by the Girl Scouts for day camp
in the summer with consent of
the sisters.

The project has three com-
ponents: (sec map): Lot | Area
A: The town of Duxbury is en-
tering into a partnership with
the Society of Saint Margaret’s
(o purchase the 1.3] acre open
field providing Duxbury resi-
dents with a traditionaf town
green and a unique landscaped
setling suitable for relaxation
and playing informal games.
This parcel will be permanently
protccted by a perpetual conser-
vation restriction co-held by the
Duxbury Conservation Com-
mission and the Wildlands
trust.

Lot 2, ArcaCand Lot 2 Area
B: This part of the project in-
cludes purchasing conservation
restrictions on the remaining
Washington Strect frontage.

matching gift donation for the
project. A fundraising cam-
paign is cxpected to contribute
the additional $300,000
needed. An article secking the
remaining $90,000 for the
project will then 8o before
Duxbury Annual Town Meet-
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der Washington St., Harden
Hill Road and Duxbury Bay.
There is a town landing at the
end of Harden Hill.

The entire property could
have potentially been subdi-
vided into nine house lots ac-
cording to an appraiser hired by
the town in Junc 1998, with
money from the lown’s conser-

vation fund. Instead, the part-
' nership between the Socicty of

St. Margaret’s, the town and
Wildlands Trust has now cre-
ated a win- win situation for all
parties involved.

At the ceremony, Sister
Adele Maric Ryan, mother su-
perior of the 50 member con-
vent which divides its time be-
tween Roxbury and Duxbury
said, “Itis delightful to work in
partnership with the town and
we arc happy our licld will be-
come the town green, a won-
derful project... We are happy o
sharc the space and sume zoal
a5 we note the importance of
land and space 10 enrich our
souls and lives.”

For years the licld that will .

While the ownership of the 1.2
acre parcel will remain with the
Society of St. Margaret, the
property will be managed as an
open park-like area by the
Town with limited public ac-.
cess, protected by perpetuat
conservation restrictions. No
houses will ever be built in the
restricted area.

Lot 3 Area D: The private
watcrfront lot has recently been
sold to a Duxbury family who

"wishes to remain anonymous.

The family is working with the
Sisters of St. Margaret, the
town and Wildlands Trust to
accomplish the project. The
driveway entrance to this lol
will also be perninently pro-
tected by a conservation restric-
tion.

Also  announced ar
Saturday's ceremony was a
$300,000 donation 1o kick off
fundraising cfforts for the
$690,000 Millennium town
green project. Mark Primack.
Exccutive Director of the Wild-
fands Trust of Southeastern

-Mass., announced 4-3$300,000.
Mass.. anounced u $300,000.

ing for approval next March.
Loring said the purchase
ensures that the view of the
ficld area will essentially rc-
main unchanged. Plans call for
landscaping parts of the ficld

but specific uses have not been

determined and would require

permission. .

Loring began ncgotiating
the purchase agrecment three
years ago with a team of offj-
cials. LandVest of Boston
helped broker part of the deal
for the St. Margaret’s property.

The property was purchased

—

in 1905 by the Society of St
Margaret’s when it was part of
the Wadsworth farm, ;
A town green dedication
ceremony is planned for Spring
2001 marking the final cvent
for the Town Millennium
Committee.




